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Welcome
It’s a great time to be a Peacock….no matter where you are in the world. This claim takes on special signi�cance at Upper 
Iowa University. Coming o� of its 150th birthday celebration in 2007, the University committed itself to the principle of 
developing citizens who can lead, contribute, compete, and succeed in a highly global society. Such a principle under-
pins the recently adopted strategic plan for the University which calls for the seamless movement of faculty and students 
throughout the various locations in the world at which it operates, and the various modalities of learning it o�ers (online, 
independent study, face-to-face classes). Producing graduates who understand and appreciate di�erent cultures, 
perspectives, and values is an important part of the University’s mission and vision.  Towards this end, Upper Iowa has 
been successful in growing the population of international students on its Fayette campus, which currently represents 15 
countries. In the last two years there have been faculty from some of UIU’s international centers who have taught on the 
Fayette campus and faculty from the Fayette campus who have taught at international centers. We have also exchanged 
students in the same way. In addition, for the �rst time, the Fayette campus and its surrounding communities has been 
host to special events that feature the culture, traditions, history, and even the cuisine, from countries around the world.  
Meanwhile, Upper Iowa also retains its unique position as one of the few American universities which operates centers 
overseas that o�er complete undergraduate degrees and is deeply committed to providing a consistent academic 
experience in doing so, even to the point of conducting graduation ceremonies every year at its international locations. 

As the faculty and sta� of the University continue to work toward becoming one �at, seamless, global enterprise, 
students have taken the cue and moved forward in their own ways. This has taken the form of extracurricular activities 
that have been initiated at several UIU centers in Malaysia.  Through various clubs and activities that have been orga-
nized, students at our international centers have created venues for mutual support and promoting greater awareness of 
the uniquely American higher educational experience, while building closer ties and a greater sense of belonging to the 
larger UIU community. This has brought us all closer together and sets an example others will emulate in the future. 

All of these initiatives and activities serve to provide a rich and meaningful educational experience that is unique to 
Upper Iowa University.  This is one reason why Upper Iowa remains an ascending university and it is also one reason why 
it is a great time to be a Peacock.

Alan G. Walker
President
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